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ABSTRACT 
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Students will: 

► communicate using the target language to learn vocabulary (body parts, months of the year, days of the week, numbers) and expressions 



related to the holiday. 

draw a skeleton and label the parts of the body. 

compare Halloween customs to Day of the Dead customs. 

view a video of Day of the Dead and discuss the history of the holiday. 

reinforce vocabulary through use of pictures, flash cards, song, and Bingo. 
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► discuss ecology, rain forest preservation, products, and the need for protection of the forests. 

► build a rain forest terrarium, paint a wall mural of a rain forest, or present a skit or flannel board in the target language representing 
what they have learned. 

This scenario reinforces the standards of all three language Strands and can be adapted to all languages. Students with varying learning 
styles can be successful because a various techniques are used (i.e., listening, creating artwork, storytelling, conversing, researching). 
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STRAND 1: COMMUNICATION 
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► present their projects to the class. 

Students and teacher will use a common rubric to evaluate each performance. 
STRAND 2: CULTURES 
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translate the recipe into their own language. (This will enable students to share the translated recipe with math classmates.) 

prepare the recipes at home. 

share recipes and food with math class. 
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The group determines what relationships may exist among the characters and makes name tags to identify the role of each group 
member. Each character will determine his/her own alibi and personality traits. Students may want to put this information on a note 
card in the target language. 

Some of the "not guilty" characters should have possible motives and questionable actions or statements. 

After groups present their mysteries to the class using their posters to explain the relevant details of the crime and to introduce the 
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within and beyond the school setting. 
Learning Scenario: "Couverture Francaise 
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and the target culture (again, using the target language materials, if possible). 

Students work in groups to produce possible questions an employer might ask during an interview in the target language. 

Students participate in an audio-taped mock interview with an employer in the field of their choice. Ideally, the role of the employer 
should be played by a native speaker and/or the teacher. 
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f olkloric tale of how the years got their names, which the teacher explains by using story cards. The students then use artistic 
expression to recall the details of the story by making posters that announce the race of the twelve animals in the story. They are 
encouraged to include on their poster the date, time, location, and prize in Chinese. On the next day, the class explores the importance of 
a calendar in the students’ own culture and in others. The students discuss the differences found in the Chinese and American calendars. 
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class discussions of ancient and modern death rituals in Spanish-speaking countries with further study of the verbs "to die" and "to be 
born," and the numbers up to 1000. 

Reflection : This is an example of students' use of the language beyond the school setting in an activity that expands the knowledge of the 
students and benefits the community. The cultural and linguistic elements of the activity ensure that students are enhancing their 
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teacher help students in an elementary FLES (Foreign Language in Elementary School) program to understand the story. Learners make a 
connection between the artist's life and medium (murals) with their own life. Once again, the element of culture undergirds the context 
for this activity. 
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aspect is a good vehicle for student expression in the target language. The students also focus as a group on error correction by pointing 
out common errors made on the tapes. This might be appropriately done before the final version is filmed or taped. 
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to challenge students. Other topics which might be addressed in this way include schooling, professions, and political systems. The use of 
a Venn diagram to help students visualize the organization of the similarities and differences among the communities would encourage 
these young students to use high level thinking skills in organizing their writing. By including Ghana, the Spanish-speaking community, and 
the local community in the discussion, the students are developing a multicultural perspective that can be applied to other settings. 
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economic, and political institutions. The teacher also helps students focus on individual diff iculties with using the language system by 
highlighting common errors in language usage when reacting to the students' journal entries. This is done by calling attention to areas in 
which students need to improve, not by correcting errors for the student. Peer editing is another effective way to help students improve 
writing skills by providing an audience other than the teacher for the student writing. 
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